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Abstract: The norms system of villager’ s autonomy in China consists of laws the Party’ s
rules for grassroots work and informal rules for villages. The changes in the norms and idea of villag—
ers’ autonomy profoundly reflect power/rights demands of different subjects in rural governance and
reflect the transformation of grass—roots governance from a movement—oriented and organizational o—
verall governance to a legal one that promotes grassroots democracy and focuses on the individual
rights. In terms of subjects norms and mechanisms there are some problems in villagers” autono-
my such as subject dislocation lack of norms lack of endogenous motivation and so on. To regulate
villagers” self—governance and enhance the effectiveness of governance it is necessary to take the
opportunity of revising Law of Organization of Villager Committee based on the actual situation in vil—
lages. These provisions include improving the Party” s grassroots leadership mechanism regulating
the operation of government power coordinating the relationships between the various types of sub—
jects within the village and promoting the reform of the self—government unit. So we can improve
the norms system and strengthen the legal reasons of endogenous autonomy achieve structural con—
vergence and functional coupling between “rural governance” and “village governance” and pro—
mote villager autonomy and the rule of law in rural governance.

Key Words: Villagers’ Autonomy; Rural Governance; Grass—Roots Governance; Grass—Roots
Rule of Law
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