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Research on the Legislation of National Review Concerning Armed

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle under International Humanitarian Law
Wang Shumin Lv Jingyi
( Law School Dalian Maritime University Dalian 116026 Liaoning China)

Abstract: In recent years the number of armed unmanned aerial vehicles ( UAVs) in the battlefield has increased sharply es—
pecially in the current conflict between Russia and Ukraine. And they have been close to complete intelligence and thus different
from traditional weapons with complex technology and diverse functions and combined with artificial intelligence in the continu—
ous development. In order to ensure the humanitarian treatment of civilians combatants and other specific personnel during
armed conflicts it is necessary to review the legality of armed UAVs so as to meet the requirements of international humanitari—
an law of “principle of distinction’  “principle of proportionality” and “principle of precautions”. Because there are no specific
review standards in the international humanitarian law and no binding effect in the International Committee of the Red Cross’s A
Guide to Legal Review of New Weapons Means and Methods of Warfare which is not well carried out the practice varies a lot
in different countries in the legal status scope of subjects and objects application of principles procedures and review effective—
ness. Based on China’s national conditions and advanced experience from abroad it is proposed to amend the relevant laws and
regulations to form a mutually—supported and supplemented rule system of The National Defense Law and The Regulations on the
Quality Management of Weapons and Equipment and to establish a perfect review system through the provision of technical stand—
ards and rules on the composition of reviewers.

Key words: international humanitarian law; armed unmanned aerial vehicle; national review legislation
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