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Contracts for carriage of goods by sea reconsidered
—revision of Chinese Maritime Code
LIN Yuan-min

(Sloma & Co,Shanghai 200001 , China)

Abstract; The relationship between a contract for carriage of goods by sea and a voyage charterparty unfortunately remains a
controversial issue. Discussion about such relationship is not merely of academic value but gives rise as well to a question in
the current revision work of Chinese Maritime Code as to whether the provisions regarding voyage charterparties shall remain in
Chapter IV or be moved to Chapter VI which contains other provisions dealing with time charterparties and demise charterpar-
ties. By comparing a voyage charterparty to a contract for carriage of goods by sea and scrutinising the nature of a contract for
carriage of goods by sea, the article is to comprehend such relationship so as to prove that Chapter IV of Chinese Maritime
Code containing provisions in respect of voyage charterparties is not a choice but a mistake.
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