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Theoretical review and regulation perfection of the legislation of voyage charters in China
SUN Si-qi,HU Zheng-liang
(School of Law, Shanghai Maritime University , Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract: The legislation of voyage charters is one of the focal issues in the revision of Chinese Maritime Code. According to
the basic theories of contract law, the legal nature of a voyage charter should be a contract of carriage of goods by sea. The
provisions on voyage charters are special ones of the provisions on contracts of carriage of goods by sea evidenced by B/L in
Chinese Maritime Code, and the legal effect is the same as the approving rules in Germany, Japan and other jurisdictions.
The revision of the provisions on voyage charters in Chinese Maritime Code should focus on enhancing the operability of the
provisions, the liabilities of the shipowners for the loss or damage of the goods, the general principle of the validity of incor-

poration clauses and the calculation of demurrage and dispatch.
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