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SOU . a specific method for delineating the outer edge of the continental margin in particular regions
LI Jin-rong ,LUO Ting-ting
( National Marine Data and Information Service, Tianjin 300171, China)

Abstract; Delineating the outer edge of the continental margin is the basis for determining the outer limits of the continental
shell of a coastal State beyond 200 nautical miles from its baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured.
In addition to the method for determining the outer margin of the continental margin provided for in Article 76 of UNCLOS,
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea adopted the Statement of Understanding concerning a Specific
Method to be used in Establishing the Outer Edge of the Continental Margin(SOU). The SOU establishes a specific method
for delineating the outer margin of a continental margin in particular regions, coastal countries that meet the applicable condi-
tions of the SOU may use sedimentary rock thickness criteria to determine the continental margin. So far, three coastal states
have made submissions on the outer continental shelf in accordance with the provisions of the SOU, but they have different in-
terpretations of the SOU due to their different understandings. This article analyzes the background and main content of the
SOU, and elaborates the applicable conditions of the SOU and the issues that need attention in the application of the State-
ment.
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