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Study on the application of the principle of common heritage of mankind
to the biological resources of the international seabed area

QU Ya-nan,ZHOU Jing-hang
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Abstract ; With the development of science and technology, people gradually deepen their exploration of the biological genetic
resources of the international seabed area and recognize the important role of the treasure house of marine genes. The prerequi-
site for the efficient and rational development and utilization of these resources is the fair sharing without any harm to the inter-
ests of any country, which requires the application of the correct legal framework to the management activities of this type of re-
sources. Starting from the definition and legal attributes of the common heritage of mankind and the biological genetic resources
of the international seabed region, this paper analyzes the basis of international law applicable to the principle of the common
heritage of mankind, then it points out the legal dilemma of the principle of common heritage of mankind applicable to the bio-
logical genetic resources of the international seabed area and finds the path to solve it. The paper is of the opinion that the goal
of sharing genetic resources of the international seabed region fairly can only be achieved by incorporating the principle of com-
mon heritage of mankind into the genetic biological resource management system, thus, realizing the value goal of the “marine
destiny community” can be truly realized.
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