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The subjects of liability and legal system on risk prevention and control during cruise epidemic outbreaks

SUN Chan
(Law School , Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract ; The outbreak of COVID-19 on many international cruise ships such as Diamond Princess, Westerdam and Supreme
Princess has caused widespread concern in the international community. The cruise epidemic outhreak can be of high trans-
mission speed, wide range of infection and difficulty in prevention and control. However, there has reached no consensus on
the prevention and control of cruise epidemic outbreak, and the international laws and domestic laws are inconsistent and con-
flicted, thus there is an urgent need to establish and perfect a comprehensive legal system of cruise epidemic outbreak. As
cruise epidemic outbreak is more relevant to international public health issues, the subjects of liability, health measures and
core capacities of states should be regulated in the International Health Regulations. States should incorporate international
law into domestic law by participating and accepting international regulations while establishing and perfecting domestic health
laws. The legal system in China should reflect the country’s public health sovereignty, and demonstrate China’ s attitude of
actively fulfilling its obligations under international law as well.
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