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Challenging the rationality of mandatory application of Chapter [V of the Chinese Maritime Code
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Abstract : At the time of the revision of the Chinese Maritime Code, some views hold that Chapter IV of the law, i.e., con-

tracts for the carriage of goods by sea, should be compulsorily applied to international carriage of goods by sea relations. The

main reasons are as follows . the United States and other major countries have adopted this approach, as for protecting the in-

terests of Chinese shippers and expanding the application of Chinese Maritime Code. However, there is no reasonable basis

behind these reasons. In order to ensure the scientificity of this amendment, it is recommended to delete the relevant changes

and maintain the configuration of the “principle of party autonomy and principle of most significant connection” in the choice-

of-law rules of the contracts for the carriage of goods by sea.
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