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Research on the retainment and abandonment of the “flexible arrest
of ship” system under the strategy of the Seaborne Power

—based on the amendment of the Special Maritime Procedure Law of the People’ s Republic of China

WANG Na

(School of Economic Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract; The “flexible arrest of ship” has the natural advantage of allowing ships to continue to operate, and plays an im-
portant role in reducing the loss of ship interests caused by litigation while promoting the development of shipping economy.

However, due to the misunderstanding of the legal nature of flexible arrest of ship, the unclear or conflicting laws, and the
limitations of flexible arrest of ship itself, the issue of the retainment and abandonment of the “flexible arrest of ship” system
has aroused controversy in both legal theory and practice. Based on the analysis of the focus of disputes relating to flexible ar-
rest of ship, combined with the inherent needs of the strategy of the Seaborne Power for the development of shipping industry
and prosperity of marine economy, and the guidance of international conventions on the rules of flexible arrest of ship, this
paper clarifies the value of the existence of the “flexible arrest of ship” system, and accordingly puts forward suggestions for
amending the Special Maritime Procedure Law of the People’ s Republic of China.
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