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The nature,risks and countermeasures of railway bill of lading
—comments on the first case of the railway bill of lading

ZHANG Hu,HU Cheng-hang

(School of International Law,East China University of Political Science and Law ,Shanghai 200042 , China)

Abstract; By referring to the system of ocean bills of lading and combining with the characteristics of railway transportation,
the railway bill of lading should be a transport document which integrates the proof of transportation contract, the certificate of
receiving goods and the certificate of delivery, with the functions of circulation and pledge. Due to the lack of relevant legis-
lation, there are still some risks, such as the imperfect credit supervision system of the issuer of the bhill of lading, the lack
of relief for the issuance of railway bill of lading, the risk of the realization of the right of control over goods of the holder of
the railway bill of lading, and the risk of delivery of goods without bill of lading. On the one hand, it is necessary to affirm
the positive role of railway bill of lading in promoting trade circulation. On the other hand, it is suggested to improve domes-
tic legislation to confirm its basic nature and function, to actively promote the formation of international treaties on the railway
bill of lading to solve the problem of incompatibility between railway bill of lading and international railway rules based on the
existing railway waybill, to establish and improve the credit supervision system of railway bill of lading issuers so as to reduce
the credit risk of railway bill of lading issuers.
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