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The balance between “conservation” and “rational use” in Antarctic Marine Protected Area
GUO Jing,XU Peng
(South China Sea Institute , Xiamen University , Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract ; The relationship between the “conservation” and “rational use” of Antarctic Marine Protected Area has become a
controversial point in recent years. The methods of literal interpretation and systematic interpretation are used to understand
the word “conservation”. “Rational use” in the Antarctic Marine Protected Area should be understood by way of literal inter-
pretation, purpose interpretation, systematic interpretation and historic interpretation and is the behavior on the basis of
“conservation” to use resources to achieve production purpose. The imbalance between “conservation” and “rational use”
through SWOT is examined. The reasons for strengthening the “rational use” is that it conforms to the “principle of free fish-
ing on the high seas” , maintains a certain economic power, conforms to the sustainable development concept. Considering
the limitations of conservation, appropriate approaches to “rational use” is also required. Further, China’s future perspec-
tive on the Antarctic Marine Protected Areas put forward that China should balance “conservation” and “rational use”,

strengthen investment in scientific research,unite all forces and present proposals at the right moment.
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