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Judicial construction and legislative improvement of the trial of maritime criminal cases by maritime courts

—taking marine environmental crime as the break point

ZHANG Lei

(Bayuquan Tribunal , Dalian Maritime Court, Yingkou 115007, China)

Abstract : The number of cases of marine environment damage is increasing and the impact is extensive with the development
of marine industry. There are obvious differences in the jurisdiction and diversity of judgment scales in these disputes. The
characteristics of the marine environmental crime are: the crime is difficult to be punished, the evidence is hard to collect,
and the crime is foreign-related. It is necessary and feasible for the maritime court to expand the trial of maritime criminal ca-
ses. The combination of three trials is conducive to the integration of judicial resources and the unification of judgment stand-
ards. Therefore, in judicial construction, the marine police bureau should be the investigation organ, the Municipal
People’ s Procuratorate where the maritime court is located should be the public prosecution organ, and it is suggested that
the public prosecution department of maritime criminal cases should be established. In terms of legislation, we should consid-
er perfecting the constitution, sentencing and application of the crime of polluting the marine environment in the Criminal
Law of the People’ s Republic of China, and adding related charges. In addition, the corresponding Article 4 of the Special
Maritime Procedure Law of the People’ s Republic of China should be amended to incorporate “maritime administrative and
maritime criminal disputes”.
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