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On legal status of port operators by case analysis
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Abstract : Legal disputes concerning port operators have been increasing in recent years. However, there are still loopholes in
the provisions of Chinese laws and regulations on port operators, which lead to uncertain legal status as well as unclear rights
and obligations of them. Therefore, it is urgent to learn from the judicial practice of countries around the world. By analyzing
both the legal theory and judicial practice in 174 typical cases from two legal systems, it is more reasonable for China to use
“independent contractor” as the legal status of port operators and enact special legislation. Therefore, regulations aiming at
port operators in Chinese Maritime Code ( Drafi Revision for Comments) should be deleted, leaving the legislative matters such

as the relationship between carriers and port operators and the rights and obligations of port operators to the new Law of the

People’ s Republic of China on Ports.
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