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Definition of consignee in the contract of carriage of goods by sea
ZHU Xiao-jing
(Fuzhou Tribunal, Xiamen Maritime Court,Fuzhou 350025, China)

Abstract : The concept of consignee is very important in contract of carriage of goods by sea, which may impact the perform-
ance of the core content of such contract. However, problems exist in identifying consignee, such as too simple legislation
and diversified criteria in judicial practice. In order to address the above problems, this paper starts with the definition of
consignee in maritime law of the P. R. China and analyzes the basis for consignee’ s right to take delivery of goods and its re-
lationship with the holder of bill of lading. Case analysis is used by selecting typical precedents of local Chinese courts at all
levels in terms of different categories of transportation documents, for the purpose of summarizing the criteria for identifying
consignee. On this basis, combined with the comparison and analysis of Anglo-American countries legislation and internation-
al conventions, this paper puts forward suggestions on improving the definition of consignee: firstly, the definition of consign-
ee should be amended in the Chinese Maritime Code so as to specify the basis for the right to take delivery of the goods and
clarify the relationship between consignee and holder of bill of lading; secondly, courts should unify the criteria for the identi-
fication of the consignee, carefully identify consignee according to the trade contracts and pay special attention to the issue of
identification of consignee under electronic bill of ladings, prudently determine whether the holder of a bill of lading has the
legal basis.
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