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Limitation of the cruise line’ s liability for loss of life or personal injury to passengers
—ifrom the perspective of type combined contract
WU Xu,KONG De-bing

(Law School , Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract: In recent years, the domestic cruise tourism has developed rapidly, and civil disputes caused by cruise tourism ac-
cidents have increased correspondingly. However, there are still great differences in theory and uncertainty in judicial appli-
cation on the issue of the cruise line’ s limitation of liability for passenger casualties. In view of the current situation of the
underwriting mode of cruise tourism in China, from the perspective of the type-combined contract, the cruise contract is de-
fined as a mixed contract before the law is applied. Referring to the theory of relational contract and current legal provisions,
a comprehensive and detailed discussion that the cruise line, as a de facto carrier, has the right to limit the liability under the
Chinese Maritime Code is made. At the same time, from the perspective of protecting passengers in a disadvantaged position,
it is recommended to further clarify the circumstances under which the cruise line loses its right to limit liability and increase
the carrier’ s liability limit.
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