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Voyage charterer’ s right to limitation of liability for maritime claims
—comment on the revision of Article 204 of the Chinese Maritime Code
GUAN Zheng-yi, YAN Ling-cheng

(Law School , Dalian Maritime University , Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract: The second paragraph of Article 204 of the Chinese Maritime Code does not clearly state whether the voyage charter-
er should enjoy the right to limitation of liability for maritime claims,leading to a great controversy in academic and practical
circles. It is necessary to demonstrate from different dimensions such as the right basis of the modern limitation of liability for
maritime claims, the legislative background of the limitation of liability convention,the legal relationship in the three types of
charter parties and the perspective of Anglo-American law. It is legitimate to grant the voyage charterer the right to limitation
of liability when the ship is subleased to the actual owner of the cargo, and it accords with the value orientation of apportio-
ning maritime risks and pursuing the efficiency of commercial law in the modern limitation of liability for maritime claims.
Meanwhile, the paper suggests some appropriate amendments to Article 204 of Chinese Maritime Code.
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