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Study on liability confirmation in water traffic accidents
ZHENG Lin
(School of Law,Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract : The source of the disputes over the justiciability of maritime traffic accident investigation report and confirmation on
the liability is that the investigation report divides the parties’ responsibilities. Although the amended Maritime Traffic Safety
Law of the People’ s Republic of China imitated Article 73 of the Road Traffic Safety Law of the People’ s Republic of China
and admitted that confirmation on liability can be as evidence, it does not substantively resolve the disputes. The ideal mode
of investigating and handling marine traffic accidents is to be in line with international maritime investigation rules, and the
philosophy should shift from “liability sanctions” to “risk prevention”. The system shall be designed for an independent pro-
fessional accident investigation committee to conduct accident investigation and issue technical safety investigation report
without responsibility division, and the specific liability determination shall be specified by the maritime administrative agen-
cy in the administrative penalty decision or the maritime court shall determine or re-divide in the judgment. Due to the exist-
ence of the confirmation of accident liability, it should be defined as causal liability through the method of interpretative theo-
ry so as to reduce the adverse effects.
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