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The challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic to the implementation and compliance

mechanism of the Antarctic Treaty System and the corresponding solutions
ZHENG Fan
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Abstract: Facing the COVID-19 pandemic, countries have generally adopted prevention measures for Antarctic fishing ves-
sels, scientific research ships and scientific research stations that strictly limit the contact with “foreign personnel”. Howev-
er, there are conflicts between such national prevention measures and the implementation and compliance mechanisms under
the Antarctic Treaty System. On the one hand, the inspection system under the Antarctic Treaty and the observation and in-
spection system under The Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources stipulate that observers or in-
spectors appointed by other countries have the right to board ships or to enter scientific research stations freely. On the other
hand, under the principle of personal jurisdiction, the prevention measures of the inspected countries cannot be directly ap-
plied to these “foreign personnel”. As a result of such conflicts, “rejection” or “interference” situations may appear in in-
spections and lead to disputes. These conflicts further highlight the inherent structural imbalances and drawbacks of the im-
plementation and compliance mechanisms under the Antarctic Treaty System such as “relying on national implementation but
ignoring collective implementation” and “emphasizing evaluation but lacking follow-up actions”. Facing the prolonged trend
of the COVID-19 pandemic, China not only needs to adopt domestic measures such as speeding up national legislation on
Antarctic activities, formulating and notifying prevention and control measures, but also should cooperate through the Antarc-
tic governance mechanism to meet the challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic with the aim of jointly building a community of

common health for mankind and an Antarctic community with a shared future for mankind.
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