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Investigation of national interests and China’s practice based on the conclusion
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

BAI Jia-yu
(School of Law,Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract : The conclusion of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is an important milestone in the
development of international law of the sea rules. During the Third UN Conference on the Law of the Sea, the statements pro-
posed by states parties were not aimless. Behind these proposals is the consideration of the national interests of the contrac-
ting states. The negotiation process contains the compromise, balance and reconciliation of the national interests of contrac-
ting states to the sharp issues during the negotiations. China has made significant contributions to the conclusion of UNCLOS
and shows its consistent adherence to uphold justice and pursue shared interests. At present, the interests maintained by UN-
CLOS manifest a trend of evolution from national interests to common interests of all mankind. In this Anthropocene era, Chi-
na adheres to the concept of maritime community with a shared future based on a community with a shared future for man-
kind, actively strives to be an advocate, builder and contributor to the international law based maritime order of the maritime
community, and provides a “Chinese plan” on law of the sea issues closely related to the common interests of all mankind,
such as the joint response to climate change, international seabed regional resource development and the high seas biodiversi-
ty conservation.
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