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International law and the contiguous zone :a reading of the case Alleged Violations of

Sovereign Rights and Maritime Spaces in the Caribbean Sea ( Nicaragua v. Colombia)
ZHANG Xin-jun,CHEN Xi-di
(School of law, Tsinghua University , Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract;: In the Judgment of 21 April 2022 ( Nicaragua v. Colombia) , the International Court of Justice confirmed the cus-
tomary international law nature of the contiguous zone regime as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, explained the normative relationship between the contiguous zone and the exclusive economic zone, and clarified that the
24 nautical miles from the baselines is the maximum extent that permits no extension in any circumstances. The Court also re-
jected the extension of the material scope of the power of Colombia in its contiguous zone, particularly those concerning secur-
ity, national maritime interests, or environmental protection. While announcing all are not in conformity with the customary
law as reflected in the Convention, the Court only decided that Colombia’ s legislative extensions over the latter two infringed
on Nicaragua’s sovereign rights and jurisdiction, as Nicaragua’ s power does not include “security” either. The Court made
the above decision in the specific context where Colombia’ s contiguous zone overlaps Nicaragua’ s exclusive economic zone.
Therefore, the general significance needs further clarification. On this point, Judge Iwasawa made an insightful comment by
introducing the freedom of navigation of third parties outside the territorial sea into the discussion.
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