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Innovation of Arctic route governance rules from the perspective of a

community of shared future for mankind

ZHANG Cheng
(China Institute of Boundary and Ocean Studies, Wuhan University , Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract : Global warming has significantly enhanced human activities in the Arctic region, and the interests of the Arctic
route have gradually entered into the vision of various countries. Although the existing governance rules of the Arctic route
have the characteristics of the interweaving soft law and hard law, and a set of governance system is formed by international
law and domestic law, the governance rule system of the Arctic route has several problems such as the lack of domestic legis-
lative foundation and the expansion of the sovereignty of Arctic coastal states, and the current system is deeply affected by the
game of great powers and changes in the geopolitical environment. The consequences of changes in the Arctic environment
will radiate to the whole world. As an important part of Arctic environmental governance, many contradictions in the govern-
ance rules will not only hinder the further development and utilization of Arctic route in the future, but also affect the overall
environmental governance of the Arctic. As a public product, the Arctic route requires multi-party cooperation to improve its
governance effect. As an important Arctic stakeholder, the innovation of the Arctic route governance rules is not only closely
related to China’ s national interests, but also involves the construction of the Polar Silk Road and its global layout with
China’ s Belt and Road Initiative. The concept of a community of shared future for mankind advocated by China can contrib-
ute Chinese wisdom to the reform of the governance rules of the Arctic route, and point out the direction for the optimization
and development of the governance mechanism of the Arctic route.
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