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Regional ocean governance mechanisms:status, reflection and reconstruction
YU Xiao, QUAN Yong-bo
(School of Economics and Management , Zhejiang Ocean University , Zhoushan 316022, China)

Abstract: As an important level of ocean governance, regional ocean governance has formed various governance mechanisms
in different directions. The four most important regional ocean governance mechanisms—Regional Integration Organizations-
based, Regional Seas Programmes, Regional Fishery Bodies and Large Marine Ecosystems, have their own characteristics in
terms of geographical scope, mission, participants, institutional framework and cooperation and coordination mechanisms,
and each has played a unique role in regional ocean governance. Despite the great achievements accomplished, within the
system of sovereign states, these regional ocean governance mechanisms face considerable challenges, such as insufficient po-
litical wills of member states, shortage of development resources, difficulty in project implementation. On the whole, the ex-
isting problems of regional ocean governance are weak individual mechanisms, insufficient cooperation between mechanisms,
lack of coordination in sub-sector management, and huge gap between regions. The concept of maritime community with a
shared future guides the reconstruction of regional ocean governance mechanisms; it may start by strengthening individual
mechanisms, approach steadily through informal cooperation and coordination, and make use of Large Marine Ecosystems to
integrate different governance mechanisms. China can use this as a reference path for participating in regional ocean govern-
ance.

Key words: regional ocean governance; Regional Integration Organizations; Regional Seas Programmes; Regional Fishery

Bodies ; Large Marine Ecosystems ; maritime community with a shared future
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