533 % 42 il T S Vol.33 No.2
20224 6 A Chinese Journal of Maritime Law Jun. 2022

FTa] SR, [ PR e X 3 WA R 0) AR S B IRl R AT [ 1] . v B R 7R 5%, 2022,32(2) :93-102

B 7% Jix BX 35 7 S HR 007 48 5K 7% 12 B) LR A

e ik
(bifpzgimRss YURZ2#BE, i 200030)

TEE.2021 F£6 A, EMAE T(RTHATI982 4 12 A 10 E(HAEFEELANA) &+ —HomthE) TH“H
ERN HEREREEREFLMERFNEIRTFAAENHE, TN, BEEL2UAFLELRANENERLT
FRIFREE, RAEHE MR B SN 4T b A AR R B S5 (R 0 3 W1 e A < R 7 SE DLk e 4
EHN”, (RN F RBEFAAEELE) PR MBE AT S AFHAT UL RHA F T T F L2 WA HE
WA, M e NENRERA, BE2EAATRABEATFRTRL IR, REKE(RESEEFEAA)F
WA EMEEL TR ENAEF U RTHZEZ IR, BAZER G ERELRRE, PEXLAM HEMN
W Hy BB R ELT R, T B IR B ER AR EREN AR RE AR TeEN RS EE,

KGR B Frlg R K B IR R A2 Ry s (KB WA R TT R AL E L) WEAN”

FE 45 2KS:.D993.5 XHERRERD A X E RS :2096-028X( 2022)02-0093-10

Analysis on legal issues of the “two-year rule” in the international seabed area
XU Xiang-xin
(KoGuan Law School,Shanghai Jiao Tong University , Shanghai 200030, China )

Abstract : In June 2021, Nauru triggered the “two-year rule” under the Agreement relating to the Implementation of Part XI of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982, which requires the Council of the International
Seabed Authority to complete the Exploitation Regulations within two years. Otherwise, the Council shall consider and provi-
sionally approve such a plan of work without Exploitation Regulations in place. It is debatable whether it is an abuse of rights
for Nauru. Nevertheless, it is difficult to prove such abuse and further halt the “two-year rule” triggered by Nauru. Moreo-
ver, it is unknown whether the Exploitation Regulations can be adopted within two years since a series of issues are still under
discussion. In the absence of Exploitation Regulations, the Council may consider and provisionally approve such a plan of
work according to relevant provisions under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and Drafi Regulations on Ex-
ploitation of Mineral Resources in the Area provisionally adopted by the Council, which is subject to the Council’ s final deci-
sion after the Exploitation Regulations in place. China should not be interfered with the trigger of the “two-year rule” but
should insist on strengthening its own capacity building and making comprehensive strategic considerations for activities in the
“Area” from the perspective of the global deep-sea governance.
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