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Study on crew’s right to rest under the COVID-19 pandemic
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(1. School of Law,Shanghai Maritime University , Shanghai 201306, China ;2. Zhejiang Yijian Law Firm, Jinhua 321017, China)

Abstract : During the COVID-19 pandemic, the crew could not get off the ship when the service expired, and the statutory
right to rest could not be guaranteed because of the extended service. From the perspective of ensuring maritime safety and
navigation safety, guaranteeing the right to health and rest of the seafarers, and realizing decent work for the seafarers, it is
especially necessary to ensure timely disembarkation and rest during the pandemic. It is suggested that all countries should
work together to fill the gaps in Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 regarding the timely disembarkation of crew during the
pandemic; to establish a mechanism for timely disembarkation of crew during the pandemic, such as opening the international
health code for ships, simplifying the disembarkation procedures, increasing the quarantine points in mobile cabins, and gov-
ernment subsidies for repatriation costs. In addition, the normalization of COVID-19 pandemic prevention and control should
be made, the ship’ s ability should be improved to prevent epidemics and real-time detection and report, and ships should be
equipped with sufficient epidemic prevention materials to ensure that crew can get adequate protection on board even when
they are unable to disembark.
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