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Between stability and equality ; the impact of sea level rise on maritime boundaries and its response

WANG Yang
(International Law School , Northwest University of Political Science and Law,Xi’ an 710122, China)

Abstract : The impact of sea level rise on maritime boundaries reflects how international community adapts to an increasingly
unstable and uncertain world. TIts impact on marine areas and maritime rights violates equality and the land’ s domination over
the sea established by UNCLOS. In dealing with sea level rise and unstable coastal conditions, international judicial bodies
ignore its impact while maintaining a stable boundary order. Moreover, due to the contradiction between literal and object in-
terpretation, and the functional difference between the land boundary and the maritime boundary as well, regarding sea level
rise as rebus sic stantibus in maritime delimitation agreements is uncertain. The response to sea level rise reflects the interna-
tional community’ s tossing between stability and equality, which to some extent reflects the ambiguity of international law in
applying in an unstable and uncertain world. The international community, therefore, should be pragmatic and adapt the
rules to the changing world.
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