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The interpretation of rights on documents of delivery from the perspective of the Civil Code
BAO Ying-yan
(The 4th Civil Division,The High People’ s Court of Jiangsu Province , Nanjing 210024 , China)

Abstract: In the process of modernization with developed social division of labor and global circulation of commodities, it is
common in commercial practices that the goods would be delivered to the buyer by a third party who actually possesses the
commodities, while the buyer’ s right to demand delivery is expressed by different kinds of documents. With international
trade growing, there has been a goods circulation system mainly based on bills of lading, but the parties may still agree to
choose to deliver the documents agreed upon by each other as the completion of delivering goods. The parties may deliver
such legal documents as bills of lading and dock warrants which are regarded as realistic delivery provided by law. Moreover,
they may also deliver promissory documents which are regarded as indication delivery in law. Different rules of different legal
systems have different ways of expression, but the rules are originated from commercial practices which make them contain
the theoretical intercommunity for making transfer of title more convenient and transaction flow more smoothly. In the Belt
and Road Initiative, in addition to completing the rule-making of railway bill of lading system at the macro level, it is neces-
sary to make full use of civil law tools for indication delivery at the present stage. It will benefit goods transfer, safeguard re-
alization of goods value, promote the prosperity of market activities through application of laws, which eventually strives for
greater buffer space for the formation of new international rules.
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