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Study on WTO’ s legal restriction on Voluntary Import Expansion Agreements
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Abstract : The chapter “Expanding Trade” of China-US Economic and Trade Agreement defines China’ s trade procurement
targets for the United States within a certain period of time, reflecting the recurrence of Voluntary Import Expansion Agree-
ments ( VIEs) in the international community. VIEs are non-reciprocal, having the possibility of government intervention,
and are prone to trade-distorting effects. Essentially, VIEs are the products of the operation of international power politics,
and the acceptance by importing countries is the result of weighing against the complex international political and economic
background. As far as the WTO is concerned, it should further strengthen its own binding force, clearly restrict VIEs, avoid
their proliferation in the multilateral trading system, and at the same time safeguard the rights and interests of importing coun-
tries. As an importing country, China should strengthen the role of market regulation and avoid government intervention
measures ; strengthen the implementation of transparency obligations, notify the WTO of the agreement, and restrict the abuse
of the economic advantage position of exporting members in the multilateral trading system through the supervision mecha-
nism; strengthen trade agreements rule-oriented and reduce the use of result-oriented methods.
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