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Typological Reflections on the Predicament of the Legislative Language of the Chinese Maritime Code
HE Lixin
(School of Law, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The problem of legislative language in the Chinese Maritime Code is related to the characteristics and complexity of
maritime acts. Typological analysis shows that there are definitional, terminological, technical normative provisions, as well
as provisions with regard to context translation, use of punctuation, breakthrough to civil law theories, contradiction in con-
textual expression in the Chinese Maritime Code, all of which are not only difficult to meet the requirements of the legislative
language technology, but also cause the problems of mixed legal transplantation, divergence of legal interpretation, and con-

flict with the endogenous legal resources, resulting in obstacles to judicial application and even confusion in the content of
rules in the Chinese Maritime Code. In the revision of the Chinese Maritime Code, the improvement of the legislative language
should be regarded as a systematic project. We should face up to the particularity of the Chinese Maritime Code. We should
strengthen the normative expression of the legislative language of the Chinese Maritime Code, standardize the use of punctua-

tion marks in the legal text, attach importance to the normative expression of the translated language in the legal transplanta-
tion, and strengthen the standardization of the legislative language with the times.
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