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The Development of State Responsibility Norms Under Part XI of UNCLOS and China’s Response
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Abstract: Part XI of United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) establishes the principle of the common
heritage of mankind, indicating a shift in the foundation of rights underlying state responsibility norms. Taking this as the log-
ical starting point, this article explores the development of state responsibility norms under Part XI of UNCLOS from three as-
pects: subjects of responsibility, standards of responsibility, and remedies for responsibility. Regarding the subjects of re-
sponsibility, Part XI introduces limitations on states as responsible entities, while incorporating contractors, sponsoring state
and International Seabed Authority as responsible subjects. This shift is attributed to changes in the subjects of rights. Con-
cerning the constitution of responsibility, Part XI of UNCLOS does not attribute responsibility based on unlawful conduct, nor
does it attribute responsibility based on harmful consequences; responsibility is only incurred when both harmful
consequences and unlawful conduct are present. This departure is due to differing conceptions of responsibility” s functional
role. Concerning remedies for responsibility, Part XI confines them to a multilateral mechanism rather than the traditional bi-
lateral mechanism of state responsibility, based on the principle of the common heritage of mankind transcends the traditional
international law structure regarding sovereign states as fundamental units. The provisions of Part XI of UNCLOS reflect the
latest development of state responsibility norms. It should be combined with the current situation of China, advocating prudent
standards for establishing responsibility, expanding the scope of responsible subjects, and supporting the legalization of the
international seabed area. In doing so, it promotes the development and transformation of state responsibility norms.
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