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Review and Optimization of Rules for Port States’ Public Health Risk Assessment
LI Wenwen,HU Zhengliang
(School of law,Shanghai Maritime University ,Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract : During the outbreak of the COVID-19 epidemic, a prominent issue was the failure of some port States in fulfilling
their obligations of evidence-based risk assessment when responding to public health risks from foreign ships. Port States
should fulfill this obligation by using risk assessment by following the basic logic of “information-evidence-decision”. The
challenges of public health risks from foreign ships to rules for public health risk assessment in China mainly appeared to be
lack of sufficient attention to national sovereignty, risk prevention and the special characteristics of shipping. These
challenges highlight the deficiencies of the evidence-based risk assessment rules, overlap of administrative authorities, and
lack of review and supervision mechanism for the fulfillment of obligations. To integrate port public health risk assessment into
the rules of law, the rules of evidence-based risk assessment in China need to be improved by upgrading the theory and opti-
mizing the legal regimes.
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