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Impact of Low-Carbon Fuel Regulation of EU on Chinese Shipping Industry and Its Path of Solutions
ZHANG Liying, MIAO Wenqing
(International Law School, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract ; Carbon emission reduction comes late in shipping industry and has only got attention in recent years. Although IMO
has made arrangements for shipping carbon emission reduction, it is not very effective due to lack of operability and punitive
measures. The arrangement of shipping carbon emission reduction made by EU, is far beyond that of IMO. FuelEU Maritime
Regulation adopted on 25 July, 2023, technically enables international shipping carbon emission reduction, which has a pos-
itive effect. However, the high threshold of rules, weak practicality, and unfair distribution of compliance obligations will
lead to negative effects such as “Green Trade Barriers” and double-layer markets. Since shipping is a kind of international
and inter-regional complex commercial activity, the promotion of multi-dimensional measures, such as legislation, enforce-
ment and policy support etc., will help to balance the relationship between shipping, carbon emission reduction and interna-
tional trade. To break down trade barrier, it is necessary for China to actively output legislative proposals, establish a layered
performance mechanism, balance technical measures, operational measures and market-based measures, and urge interna-
tional community to construct a diversified shipping carbon emission reduction mechanism in line with the IMO framework.
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