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International Legal Governance of Carbon Emissions from Ships:
Divergence, Models, and China’s Path
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(KoGuan Law School,Shanghai Jiao Tong University , Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: The global legal system for climate change governance which synergizes international law and national law, with
carbon trading as the preferred system, and is the cornerstone of the international legal governance of carbon emissions from
ships. Influenced by the varying capacities of national governance and multi-party games, the international community is di-
vided on the principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities” , resulting in a hybrid model of co-governance in which
global governance, regional governance and national governance coexist. The international legal governance of carbon emis-
sions from ships is a specific domain of global governance. The new global governance concept of “extensive consultation,
joint contribution and shared benefits” guided by the concept of a community with a shared future for mankind promotes all
countries in the world to transcend their individual interests and ideological differences, and it is a new methodology to har-
monize the differences in the current stage. The International Maritime Organization has been authorized by the Convention to
take the lead in the carbon governance of ships. It leads the establishment and standardization of the carbon trading system for
ships. China has chosen to build a carbon trading system for ships that is independent of the existing carbon trading system
and in line with international standards, and to actively participate in the harmonization of international rules to ensure that
the shipping industry undergoes a green transformation in line with national conditions.
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