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The Coordination Between China’ s Blue Carbon Legislation and the
International Legal Mechanism of Blue Carbon

ZHANG Lina,LIU Yuxiao
(Law School , Hainan University , Haikou 570228 , China)

Abstract ; The legal status of blue carbon has been strengthened through international climate negotiations and vari-
ous international treaties. As a signatory to numerous international conventions and the largest carbon emitter of the
world, China faces external pressures to enact blue carbon legislation. These include fulfilling international obliga-
tions, engaging in international cooperation, and leading the development of blue carbon legal frameworks. Simulta-
neously, domestic goals to address climate change and practical needs to protect and develop blue carbon resources
provide internal incentives for advancing China’ s blue carbon legal system. Therefore, China needs to take a lead-
ership role in climate action, which includes fulfilling international commitments and establishing blue carbon legal
norms. This leadership also involves engaging in international cooperation and collaborating with other countries to
address climate change collectively. At the same time, China should expedite the legislative process of blue carbon,
clearly define legislative objectives related to climate change mitigation, and improve the legal and regulatory frame-
work for blue carbon. This involves harmonizing international and domestic legal norms, integrating the concepts of
carbon sequestration and enhancement into blue carbon legislation, and establishing comprehensive legal mecha-
nisms for blue carbon market trading, financial promotion, and ecological compensation. These efforts promote the
coordination between China’s blue carbon legislation and international legal mechanism of blue carbon. To advance
blue carbon legislation, China must address several aspects to ensure the coherence and completeness of the legal
framework. Firstly, The legislative goal of dealing with climate change should be clearly defined, and the corre-
sponding content planning and institutional design should be carried out around the goal. It is necessary to ensure
that the purposes of blue carbon legislation are coordinated with the global development goals to address climate
change, and are compatible with the main content related to addressing climate change in the existing legal rules of
the international community on blue carbon. Secondly, China should actively fulfill the commitment to address cli-
mate change and integrate climate change response into the whole process of building a blue carbon legal system.
On this basis, China will build a legal system for the protection and development of blue carbon, to ensure the unity
of the legal and regulatory framework for blue carbon, and cover blue carbon protection, restoration and sustainable
management. Thirdly, China should coordinate the relationship between blue carbon laws and regulations and other
legal norms, so as to provide a systematic guarantee for the construction of China’s blue carbon legal system and
the development of international blue carbon cooperation. In addition, it is necessary to establish a legal mechanism
for the market trading of the blue carbon and a legal system for the promotion of the blue carbon finance to provide
institutional support and economic incentives for the protection and enhancement of the blue carbon ecosystem,
thereby promoting the development of blue carbon financing projects and the maturity and perfection of the trading
rules of the blue carbon market. Furthermore, it is also necessary to establish an ecological compensation system to
enhance the enthusiasm of various entities to participate in blue carbon protection and development activities, and
promote the restoration of blue carbon ecosystems and the protection of blue carbon resources. This can provide im-
petus for international blue carbon project development cooperation and blue carbon market trading. In conclusion,
China should establish and improve the blue carbon legal framework, strengthen the domestic legal foundation and
harmonize international and domestic legal norms. This will enable China to play a crucial role in leading global ef-
forts to harness the potential of blue carbon in addressing climate change.

Key words : climate change; blue carbon; carbon emission reduction; ecological compensation; carbon finance



