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The challenges in the responsibilities for the epidemic outbreak on cruise

and the improvement of the systems of rules of law in oceans
LIU Chen-hong
( Law School Dalian Maritime University Dalian 116026 China)

Abstract: The incidents of COVID-9 outbreak onboard the cruise “Diamond Princess’  “Westerdam” and “Costa Serena”
highlight the difference between Port States in fulfilling their obligations under international conventions. Both the flag state
and the port state are facing risks of responsibilities under the international obligations relating to the infectious disease out—
break onboard the cruise in voyages the possibility that the spreading of diseases in the quarantine period after ships’ bert—
hing and the contagion of the diseases in other countries caused by inappropriate counter-measures after the quarantine peri—
od expires. The emergence of the above responsibilities reveals the risks in the cruise industry due to the absence of “real
connection” between the cruise shipowner and the state of the convenient flag where the cruise are registered and uncovers
the gaps in the coordination of the mechanisms of the international public health emergency legislation the international mari—
time conventions and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Based on the experiences in the counter-measures
against the outbreak of infectious diseases onboard cruise in addition to building an international cooperation mechanism
jointly directed by both WHO and IMO special standards of WHO to prevent and control the infectious diseases outbreak on—
board cruise are necessary to the system of rules of international law in ocean. In the establishment of China’ s system of rules
of laws in oceans the attention should be paid to the prevention and control mechanism against the outbreak of infectious dis—
eases in the home ports of cruise and to the improvement of the relevant legal system. Under the guidance of the concept “A
Community of Shared Future for Mankind”  the public health information sharing system and international cooperation mech—

anisms among different nations and different law enforcement bodies also needs to be optimized.
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