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On Civil Jurisdiction over Blockchain—related Disputes:
Jurisprudential Innovation and Legislative Response

Wang Shumin Li Zhongcao
Abstract: The automation and transparency of the blockchain makes it enjoy the function of enhancing
trust among trading subjects, so it is widely promoted in civil and commercial fields, thus triggering more
and more blockchain—related disputes. The current practice is to take the blockchain community autonomy
as the jurisdictional means of such disputes, the theoretical basis of which is the "new sovereignty" advoca-
ted by the blockchain originators. This theory places too much emphasis on blockchain community jurisdic-
tion, thus excluding the jurisdiction of judicial proceedings. Therefore, it is necessary to re—examine the di-
alectical relationship between blockchain community jurisdiction and judicial jurisdiction, so as to realize
the harmonious unification of judicial jurisdiction and community autonomy with the former playing the lead-
ing role and the latter playing the supporting role. Due to its own special nature of the blockchain, it is hard
to apply the principle that a plaintiff should initiate the lawsuit in the court of the defendant’s residence" in
a general case of court jurisdiction and there is no legal rule to support the mandatory court jurisdiction.
Those difficult problems should be resolved through amendment to relevant laws, inclusive of expanding the
application of the principle that the court of the plaintiff’s residence enjoys jurisdiction and adding new con-
nection points for jurisdiction, as well as establish the Blockchain Court when conditions are ripe, so as to

realize the mandatory jurisdiction over blockchain—related disputes.
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