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The Legal Basis and System Formation of Traffic Management
on Shipping Lanes in the South China Sea

Xing Houqun
(School of Law, Dalian Maritime University, Liaoning, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract: The contradiction between the strategic position of shipping lanes and the poor
safety conditions of navigation in the South China Sea stipulates high-quality traffic
management services. According to international laws, China’s traffic management rights over
the shipping lanes in the South China Sea are classified as non-exclusive rights of navigation
among historical rights, and are an effective use of residual rights. The implementation of
traffic management should consider the systematic changes of the navigation environment
caused by the construction of islands and reefs in the South China Sea as well as the feasibility
by adopting international maritime conventions. So, China should take advantage of the
existing navigation guarantee power in the South China Sea, and innovate the system in such
aspects as ship reporting and routing systems so as to safeguard the state’s marine rights and
interests.

Key words: shipping lanes in the South China Sea; traffic management; international

maritime conventions



