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On the Legal Nature of Greenhouse Gas Emission by International Shipping
ZHANG Yan - qiang

Abstract:The legal nature regarding greenhouse gas emission by international shipping is highly rele—
vant to its governance and legal implementation. However the issue has long been controversial thus attrac—
ted huge attention from academia and practitioners. In order to eliminate arguments it is important to iden—
tify the legal nature of greenhouse gas emission via international shipping. According to the definition of ma—
rine pollution in International Law the greenhouse gas emission generated by international shipping can the—
oretically be regarded as a kind of “conditional ” marine pollution. This theory advocates that there is a
great space for countries to adopt different legislative choices on the legal issue of international shipping
greenhouse gas emission. And the discussion of this issue is of great significance for promoting relevant in—
ternational negotiation and adjustment.

Key words: International shipping greenhouse gas emission ocean pollution Paris Agreement
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