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Judging the Internationally Wrongful Act of Construction on Islands and Reefs from the

Perspective of International Law

XING Zheng MA Mingfei

(Law School, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract: Construction on islands and reefs is a legitimate activity of sovereign states to exploit and
utilize Marine resources. However, in terms of state responsibility, there is a risk of internationally wrongful
act if a state’s construction activities on islands and reefs violate international obligations. The determination
of internationally wrongful acts requires a clear definition of the source of international obligations. In
analyzing the source of the obligation of construction on islands and reefs in internationally wrongful acts,
there are three problems, namely, the lack of normative strength, single normative content and vague logic.
Through the study of three standards,the paper refactors the existing framework to provide a theoretical
support for judging the legality of construction of islands and reefs.

Key Words: construction of islands and reefs; internationally wrongful acts; territorial sovereignty; due
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