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Compensation Liability of Government Authorities for Personal Injuries and

Deaths Caused by Maritime Salvages
FENG lJian-zhong, LI Zhi-wen
(School of Law, Dalian Marine University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract: During maritime salvages of human life, government authorities may cause damage to the salved or third
parties due to external causes or misconducts. Government authorities should be liable for personal injuries and property
damages caused by their improper administrative actions, unless such injuries and damages are caused by force majeure
or a third party’s faults, or the said government authorities have fulfilled their duty of reasonable care, and the principle of
liability for faults should apply to such liabilities. Meanwhile, in order to balance the liabilities of government authorities and
injured parties, we should reasonably distribute the burden of proof, establish special funds and improve the relevant laws and
regulations, so as to soundly protect both parties’ legal rights and interests.

Key words: government authorities; maritime salvage of human life; compensation liability; principle of illegal liability
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