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An Analysis of the Latest Arctic Policies of China,
Japan and South Korea

Han Lixin Cai Shuang Zhu Ke
(School of Law, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian 116026, China)

Abstract: As the accelerated melting of Arctic sea ice, a new sea route which links Northeast Asia
with North America and North Europe has been opened. Nations are all paying close attention to such a
situation. Some relevant regulations have been formulated by either eight surround-Arctic nations or other
countries near the North Pole. As countries near the North Pole, China, Japan and South Korea have com-
mon ground of Arctic route issues. However, there exists fierce competition among them as well. In order
to seize the initiative, both Japan and South Korea introduced their latest Arctic policies in 2015, which
made specific strategic plans for their participation in Arctic shipping affairs. Based on the needs of partici-
pation in global marine environmental governance, and the domestic and international situation, China also
issued a clear White Paper on Arctic Policy in January 2018. The Arctic policies of China, Japan and South
Korea not only have a lot in common, but also their own characteristics. Under the guidance of the White
Paper, China should expedite the promulgation of the Basic Law of Sea and formulate concrete plans for
the implementation of the Arctic governance policy of China.

Key words: Arctic route; China; Japan; South Korea
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